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2008 National Rehabilitation
Awareness Celebration

The third week in September is a good time
to reflect on the importance of providing
rehabilitation with compassion and dignity.

ach year, during the third
week in September, over
six thousand rehabilitation
providers and health and
human services agencies throughout the
United States celebrate the powers of reha-
bilitation,” observes Jim Brogna, executive
director of the National Rehabilitation
Awareness Foundation. “What began as
a local awareness campaign celebrated by
Allied Services healthcare system in 1976
has now blossomed into a year-round
endeavor to achieve the educational goals
of the rehabilitation foundation.”

The mission of the National
Rehabilitation Awareness Foundation is
to educate people about the benefits and
impact of rehabilitation, develop pro-
grams which aim to increase opportunities
for the nearly fifty million Americans
with disabilities, and help those who are
disabled live up to their fullest potential
through rehabilitation.

“We're proud to announce that this
year’s theme is Rehab: The Power to Change
Lives,” says Jim. “This slogan focuses on
the fulfilling opportunities rehabilitation
offers for physical therapists, occupational
therapists, speech therapists, dizziness and
balance specialists, vocational rehabilita-
tion counselors, personal rehabilitation
counselors, and others in the field of
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rehabilitation to gain the satisfaction that
comes from assisting and helping others
improve their quality of life.

Everyday heroes

“Rather than choosing a few individuals to
highlight nationally during our celebra-
tion, we prefer to leave it up to each local
region to honor those who have done
outstanding work close to home, either as
professionals or as patients,” explains Jim.

“We refer to these outstanding citizens as
our everyday heroes.”

According to Jim, a local rehabili-
tation hospital might hold an awards
luncheon to honor their everyday heroes,
while a disability rights organization
could sponsor a carnival to promote
disability awareness and a physical ther-
apy facility may set up an outstanding
employees’ program.

“So National Rehabilitation Awareness
will be celebrated September 21-27 in dif-
ferent communities around the country in
many localized fashions,” says Jim, “while
nationally we provide the central theme,
essential ingredients, and information
and support to enable providers to carry
forward the celebrations’ theme within
their own communities.”

Cigna Group Insurance and Intracorp
are proud sponsors of the 2008 National
Rehabilitation Awareness Celebration.
FHCN-Kris Kline

Providing New Opportunities

for Fresh Beginnings

Millions of Americans with disabilities
want to work, and rehabilitation provid-

“And there is no better rehabilita- ers play an integral role in helping to tap

tion than that provided with compassion
and dignity because rehab is not only a

this workforce by eliminating barriers
to their employment. Cammie McAda,

physical but also an emotional and psy- vocational rehabilitation counselor with

chological process as well. It is our goal
that each of our partner agencies around
the country carry forward that message.”

Cigna Group Insurance, shares with the
readers of Florida Health Care News the
part she plays in fulfilling their dreams.
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